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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable SAM
BROWNBACK, a Senator from the State
of Kansas.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Wondrous sovereign God, thank You
for the gift of another sunrise. We trust
in Your unfailing love and rejoice in
Your salvation. Lord, Your words are
right and true. Your plans stand firm
forever. In these challenging times,
rule our world by Your wise provi-
dence.

As the Members of this Congress in-
vestigate and legislate, help them to
hate the false and cling to the truth.
Give them the wisdom to guard their
lips and weigh their words. Guide them
with righteousness and integrity. May
they leave such a legacy of excellence
that generations to come will be in-
spired by what they do now. Remind
them of Your precepts, even through
the watches of the night.

Lord, You are our help and our
shield, and we wait in hope for You.

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable SAM BROWNBACK led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 8, 2005.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standard Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable SAM BROWNBACK, a
Senator from the State of Kansas, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.

Mr. BROWNBACK thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, today we
will return to executive session for the
final statements regarding the nomina-
tion of Janice Rogers Brown. We have
the up-or-down vote on her nomination
scheduled for 5 p.m. today. And imme-
diately following her vote, under provi-
sions of rule XXII, we will proceed di-
rectly to the cloture vote with respect
to the nomination of William Pryor. I
expect cloture to be invoked on the
Pryor nomination as well. Once cloture
is invoked, I anticipate we will be able
to lock in a time certain for a final up-
or-down vote on William Pryor.

As I mentioned over the last couple
of days, we also expect to consider the
Sixth Circuit judges on which we have
time agreements already in place, as
well as the nomination of Tom Griffith
to the D.C. Circuit Court.

I look forward to the Senate finally
working its will with respect to these
four or five nominations over the next
2 days. We will have a busy week fo-
cused on these judicial nominations.

Mr. President, I have a very brief
statement on judges. Does the Demo-
cratic leader have any comments with

regard to the schedule? I think our
schedule is pretty clear. After discus-
sions between the two of us and among
our leadership in our various caucuses,
we have a good plan for the next 4
weeks focused on judges this week, and
then moving to energy next week, with
a concentrated push on energy based
on a bipartisan bill that came out of
committee 2 weeks ago.

Following that, we will be addressing
appropriations bills that are currently
coming out of the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say
through the Chair to the distinguished
majority leader, we have spoken to
staff on the situation involving the
Griffith nomination. I have not had the
opportunity to speak to the ranking
member, Senator LEAHY. Hopefully, we
can get that resolved so maybe even on
Monday we can complete debate on
that nomination.

We are trying to cooperate as much
as we can getting through this little
hurdle we have had here so we can
move on to other issues.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, as we try
to complete the business we have been
addressing over the last several weeks,
the one remaining item we have not
really settled on is the Bolton nomina-
tion. I filed a motion to reconsider that
vote. There are a lot of ongoing discus-
sions. That is very important business
that we need to address in the near fu-
ture, and we will continue to discuss,
as we have over the last couple of days,
what the appropriate time is for that
nomination to be brought back. I in-
tend to do that.
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